
INDIANOLA HIGH SCHOOL:  WALL OF DISTINCTION MEMBERS

GRADUATED NAME POSITION LIVING

1878  /  2005 William T. Proudfoot
Nationally Known Architect, Designed 
Buildings @ Iowa's 3 Universities, & Public 
Buildings In Des Moines

N

1913  /  2005 Ruth Buxton-Sayre Appointed By President Eisenhower To 
National Committee, Iowa Farm Bureau N

1921  /  2005 Leota Lane Actress & Dancer N

1923  /  2005 Lola Lane Actress & Dancer N

1924  /  2005 William Buxton III Banker & Professor, Simpson College 
Community Field Named For Him N

1930  /  2005 James I. Middleswart
Elected To Iowa House Of 
Representatives, Sponsored Bottle Bill, 
Farmer For 55 Years 

N

1931  /  2005 Rosemary Lane Actress & Dancer N

1933  /  2005 Priscilla Lane Actress & Dancer N

1934  /  2005 Charles O. "Chuck" Laverty Innovative Agriculturalist N

1935  /  2005 Glen Bodge Bowles World War II  Hero, Director Of Iowa 
Selective Service, Big 12 Football Official N

1935  /  2006 Lewis Kimer Editor & Owner Of Indianola Record-Herald 
Newspaper N

1944  /  2010 Rollin Dyer
Simpson College Graduate, Coach-
Administrator-Athletic Director @ Atlantic 
High School 

Y

1944 (NA)  /  2005 Junior Edwards Korean War: Only Iowan To Receive The 
Congressional Medal Of Honor N

  

1945  /  2006 Dr. James C. Hickman Emeritus Professor & Dean @ University Of 
Wisconsin-Madison N

1946  /  2009 Dr. Genelle Grant Morain
French Teacher @ Indianola H. S., 
Received Doctorate & Taught @ University 
Of Georgia and @ University of Iowa

Y
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1954  /  2005 Richard "Dick" Buxton Peoples Bank President & Owner, Simpson 
College Tennis Courts Named After Him N

1954  /  2007 Dr. Joseph D. Hall
Air Force Veteran, Dr. Of Radiology, 
Practiced In New Zealand & Iowa Methodist 
Hospital

Y

1956  /  2009 Dr. Garland DeNelsky Dr. Of Psychology & Scientific Researcher, 
Worked For CIA In Washington D. C. Y

1958  /  2008 Dr. Ron Norris Physician: Renowned Brain Surgeon In 
Boston Y

1958  /  2011 Gary Ruble
Army Reserves 7 Years, Board Of Trustees 
Simpson College, General Manager Of 
Ruble Motors, City Council

Y

7 Years, Municipal Utilities Board 9 Years, 
Vice-President Of Indianola Chamber Of 
Commerce

1958  /  2010 Stephen Hall Indianola Attorney, Indianola Town 
Historian Y

1959  /  2012 Bob Downing
Simpson College Graduate, Real Estate, 
Owner Of Construction Company, Simpson 
College Board of Trustees

Y

1960  /  2005 Dr. Carl Fackler Orthopedic Surgeon & Atlanta Falcons 
Team Doctor Y

 

1960  /  2005 Alan McKee U. S. Ambassador To Swaziland, 1993 
Dartmouth Law School Y

1961  /  2016 Jerry Stockton
West Point Graduate, Major In The Military 
& Worked With Nuclear Weapons, M. A. In 
Nuclear Engineering,

Y

 Later Became Advisor To The Military On 
Nuclear Weapons.

1967  /  2005 Dayton Duncan
Active In Politics, Author Of Historical 
America, Director Of National Parks 
Foundation

Y

1967  /   2017  Dan Koch Middle School Principal At The Largest 
Middle School In Wisconsin. Y
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Outstanding Principal In 2012, And 
Selected School Of Excellence 2010 & 
2012

1967  /  2014 Susan (Nyswonger) McCracken
Teacher, School Principal, Author Of 4 
Novels, Educational Consultant @ Ray & 
Associates

Y

Demonstrated Love For, & Touched The 
Lives Of Many Children Including Foster 
Children.

1969  /  2014 Bill Hale Senior Vice-President Of Grain & Oilseed 
Supply Chain, Commodity Trader Y

Currently Manages The North American 
Export Grain Business For Cargill

1969  /  2005 Dr. Don Moorman Physician @ Harvard Medical School Y

1971  /  2011 J. Steven Patrick
Yale Law School, District Judge, Chief 
Justice In The 7th Judicial District Court In 
Colorado

Y

1972  /  2008 Dr. Ben Gaumer Physician, Navy Veteran, Rear Admiral In 
Naval Reserve Y

1974  /  2014 Larry McConnell
Local Businessman, A & W Rootbeer & 
Strong Financial Supporter Of Indianola 
Schools

Y

1975  /  2013 Dr. Joel Hade
Physician @ Iowa Methodist & Professor Of 
Internal Medicine, Active In Indianola 
Musicals

Y

1975  /  2017 Cheryl Thomas
Attorney And Founding Director Of Global 
Rights For Women.  The Mission Of This 
Organization Is To Promote

Y

Women's Human Rights Internationally, 
With A Focus On Achieving Effective 
Systemic And Legal Reform On
Violence Against Women.

1976  /  2005 Paul McKee Professional Jazz Musician & University 
Professor Y

1978  /  2005 Jill (Sandy) Anderson
National Teacher Of Year, Milliken Award 
Winner, Iowa Elementary Principal Of Year 
(Norwalk)

Y
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1980  /  2012 Dana (Starr) Petersen
Elementary Teacher In Iowa, Kansas, 
Colorado & Illinois, Elementary Principal  In 
Illinois For 17 Years

N

Very Active In Tennis Officiating, Recipient 
Of Many Educational Honors.

1982  /  2013 Todd Wood
Active Colonel In The United States Army, 
Served In High Commands During 3 Tours 
Of Iraq

Y

1987  /  2018 Dr. John O'Brien
Electrical Engineer, leader of his peers at 
USC, and campus building dedicated in his 
name

N
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